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[image: ]Winter is coming!
Can you build your own mini greenhouse? 
Equipment needed per team:  Two plastic bottles with caps, scissors, wick (string or piping), compost, seed, water
Step 1
If your bottle has contained anything other than water you will need to give it a quick wash out. Remove the label (this is not essential, but it does look better).

[image: ]Step 2
Cut across your bottle one third of the way down. It’s important to make sure that the bottom half is longer than the top.


[image: ]Step 3
[image: ]Take the lid and carefully make a hole in it (if you’re using string you might want several holes). Insert the ‘wick’ through the hole. For this one we’ve used some old piping cord which is a really useful thickness, but you can use ordinary string. 


Step 4
Insert half the wick into the top of the bottle and replace the lid. You’ll have half the wick inside the top of the bottle and half outside.

[image: ]Step 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fill the lower part of the bottle with water.  Make sure you measure the amount and record it. Turn the top half upside down and insert into/onto (depends on the shape of the bottle) the lower half. Making sure that the ‘wick’ is immersed in the water.
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Step 6

Fill the top half (the pot) with potting compost and plant your seedlings. The wick will continually draw up the water from the reservoir into the compost and will keep your plant moist even on the hottest day.
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Step 7
Use your second bottle to create a cloche for your plant by simply cutting off the bottom and placing the top over the plant.  This will act like a mini greenhouse!





© Make it or Mend it 
Thank you to www.makeitormendit.com for the creative idea, photos and instructions.
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